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Riley Awards $25,330 to Help Prosecute 

Domestic Violence Cases in Madison

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to the city of Madison for the continuation of a specialized domestic violence prosecution unit.


With the $25,330 grant, the Madison Police and Prosecutor’s Domestic Violence Unit will continue investigating and prosecuting domestic violence cases. An experienced police investigator, a city prosecutor and a part-time paralegal make up the domestic violence unit, which started in 1998.


“Victims deserve justice for the violent acts committed against them,” Riley said. “I commend the unit’s efforts to hold abusers accountable for their crimes.”


Unit officials say a population increase led to a rise in domestic violence cases in 2005, 323 by October compared to 268 in 2004. During the next 12 months, the unit hopes to reduce the number of cases by prosecuting repeat offenders and taking advantage of laws that do not require victims’ cooperation to pursue prosecution.


The unit’s investigator will provide quarterly training for all of Madison’s police officers on how to properly respond to domestic violence cases. Unit officials say this training is especially vital because many of the city’s new police officers are young recruits with no experience dealing with domestic violence. The unit also will educate the public about domestic violence prevention during the police department’s annual Citizen’s Academy.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. Riley informed Madison Mayor Arthur Kirkindall that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $8,443 will supplement the award.
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