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Riley Awards Grant to Help Victims of Crime
Gain “Personalized” Justice

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $16,000 to the Montgomery County Commission to help crime victims statewide get the kind of justice they feel they deserve.

The commission will use the grant to fund the production and distribution of a training video that will show judicial circuits how to implement the Victim-Offender Conferencing Program, a program that brings victims and offenders together to decide on restitution that is fair and will repair the harm done.  The video will be shot at a training session in Montgomery conducted by Mark S. Umbreit, a recognized leader in this field.
“The legal system must punish criminals and give victims a sense of justice, but only the victims themselves truly know what they need to move past the crime,” Riley said.  “This innovative program helps see to it that justice is served.”
Victim-Offender Conferencing was started in July 2001, by Judge Tracy McCooey in the 15th Judicial Circuit.  The primary goal of the program is to give victims and offenders the opportunity to safely meet and discuss what happened and what is needed for restitution.  More than 100 cases have been referred to the program which, according to county officials, has generated positive feedback and interest from court officials in other circuits.
Riley notified Todd Strange, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $4,000 will supplement the grant.
-30-

 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Bill Johnson


Director











Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








State of Alabama





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1105881416.doc
[image: image1.png]






