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Riley Awards Grants to Make Central Alabama Roads Safer
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $136,657 to Jefferson State Community College to help improve highway safety in six central Alabama counties. 

The Birmingham Regional Highway Safety Office, based at the college, will use the grants to coordinate law enforcement efforts to reduce the number of traffic-related injuries and deaths. The office works with 35 law enforcement agencies in Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair and Walker counties.

“Dangerous and irresponsible drivers needlessly endanger their own lives as well as the lives of others,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support this coordinated effort to make Alabama’s highways safer by taking these dangerous drivers off the road.” 
Program officials say speeding and drunken driving are the causes of most fatal vehicle crashes in the area. The safety office analyzes data to identify “hotspots” where deadly accidents most often occur. To reduce the number of crashes, law enforcement agencies will step up enforcement efforts, especially during increased traffic periods like holidays. 

The safety office also will purchase and distribute materials to help drivers learn how to properly restrain children in their cars and will distribute 50,000 traffic safety brochures throughout the six-county area. At least 12 school-based DUI prevention programs and two traffic safety fairs will be presented.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley informed Dr. Judy Merritt, Jefferson State president, that the grants had been approved.
--30--
State of Alabama





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Bill Johnson


Director











_1105881416.doc
[image: image1.png]






