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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Offender Notification Program
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $33,000 to improve a statewide system ensuring the registration of sex offenders and promptly notifying citizens when offenders move into their communities. 

The grant will enable the Alabama Department of Public Safety to maintain accurate and up-to-date records of sex offenders, including those who relocate from another state.  

“This program will make communities safer and our citizens more aware,” Riley said. “I commend the Department of Public Safety for their efforts to keep Alabamians informed.”

The program provides law enforcement officials, prosecutors and judges with timely information on sex offenders and will help reduce a backlog of sexual-offense related cases. Funds will be used to ensure prompt hearings in sexual offender cases.
The Alabama Community Notification Act, enacted in 1997 and amended in 1999, requires sexual offenders to register their place of residence with state and local law officials before they are released from prison or move to Alabama from another state. Offenders are also required to notify officials of changes of address. 

Riley notified Col. W. M. Coppage, public safety director, that the grant had been approved. 

Funds for the grant were made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. The grant is being administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. 
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