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For Release: Monday, Feb. 6, 2006  
Governor Riley Awards Grant to Improve Safety 
at Campuses in Northwest Alabama
MONTGOMERY – Governor Bob Riley has awarded a $16,000 grant to make three college campuses in northwest Alabama safer for female students.

The grant to the Shoals Crisis Center will be used to reduce the risk of sexual violence against women and to provide medical assistance, legal assistance and counseling for students who are victims of sex-related crimes. Services will be offered to students at the University of North Alabama in Florence, Shoals Community College in Muscle Shoals and Northwest Shoals Community College in Phil Campbell. 

“Victims of sexual assault deserve immediate, professional and compassionate help, and they should also be assured that their abusers will be held accountable for their crime,” Governor Riley said. “I also commend the Shoals Crisis Center staff for their service and dedication. They provide both immediate and long-term assistance that is necessary to help victims recover.”

The center’s Campus Awareness and Prevention program assists victims during medical procedures and offers a 24-hour crisis telephone hotline. Legal assistance is also provided for victims during court-related proceedings. Victims are offered individual and group counseling. 

Awareness campaigns will be conducted at the three campuses and area public schools. 

Governor Riley notified Jenny Mitchell, President of the Shoals Crisis Center, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $5,333 has also been pledged for the project. 

The grant was awarded from funding made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant.
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