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Riley Awards $51,778 to Help Domestic Violence Victims

in Marshall County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $51,778 grant to continue services and emergency shelter assistance for victims of domestic violence in Marshall County.

The Marshall County Coalition Against Domestic Violence will use the funds to support victim services that include safe shelter, clothing, rent and utility assistance, counseling and court advocacy.

“Victims of domestic violence often face a difficult recovery process that requires caring and professional assistance,” Riley said.  “I commend the coalition for reaching out to victims and providing this kind of help.”

Since it began operation in November 2003, the coalition has aided more than 1,700 victims and provided training and resource manuals for law enforcement agencies in the county to help them handle domestic violence cases more effectively.

The coalition is establishing a central information registry containing arrest histories and protection from abuse orders. To further strengthen efforts to prosecute offenders,  the organization is developing a standardized arrest form that will allow officers to record injuries and statements in a single document.

Riley notified Charles Whisenant, coalition chairman, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $12,994 will supplement the grant.
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