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Riley Grant Will Fund Attorney to Help Low-Income Victims 
in Three Counties

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $25,000 to help hire an attorney to assist low-income victims of domestic violence in Bullock, Lowndes and Macon counties.


Legal Services Alabama Inc. will use the grant for an attorney who will be based in the organization’s Montgomery office. The attorney will help victims obtain protection orders and divorces from abusive spouses and will help resolve property, support and child custody disputes. The attorney also will refer victims to agencies that may assist them with basic needs like housing.


“Victims need and deserve a professional helping hand when trying to escape from abusive situations,” Riley said. “I commend Legal Services Alabama for standing up for the rights of domestic violence victims.” 


The new attorney will be specially trained to handle consumer, housing, employment, public benefits and special education cases with an emphasis on the needs of domestic violence victims. Once trained, the attorney will work with other Legal Services Alabama attorneys to represent victims in family court.

Legal Services Alabama is a statewide nonprofit agency that provides legal assistance to Alabamians with household incomes no more than 25 percent above the federal poverty level. 


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the funds.


Riley informed Melissa Pershing, Legal Services Alabama executive director, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $6,250 will supplement the grant.
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