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Riley Awards Grant to Support Services
at Daybreak Crisis Recovery Center

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $22,749 to help coordinate and improve services offered to sexual assault victims in northeast Alabama.

The Daybreak Crisis Recovery Center in Anniston will use the funds to expand its staff and promote the development of programs that helps victims in Calhoun, Cherokee, Cleburne, DeKalb, Etowah, Randolph and Talladega counties.

“Victims of sexual abuse need and deserve the type of caring and professional assistance provided by Daybreak,” Riley said.  “I commend the center for reaching out to victims and for seeking better ways to help them recover from the trauma of abuse.”
The center will hire a crisis coordinator for its Sexual Assault Response Team and Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner programs.  The coordinator will assume responsibility for the recruitment and training of specialists in the two programs that provide immediate assistance to victims.
The coordinator will also be responsible for maintaining the center’s 24-hour crisis hotline, providing counseling to victims in and out of the office, accompanying victims and families to court and steering victims away from reliance on negative behaviors, such as drug use, to cope with the distress of rape.
Riley notified Rhonda Hardegree, Daybreak board president, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $5,687 will supplement the grant.
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