[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



     For Immediate Release:








Contact:
     Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2006








Mike Presley













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Grant will Fund Disaster Plan for Bullock County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $9,600 for a plan to help Bullock County be more prepared for natural disasters. 


The Bullock County Commission will use the Community Development Block Grant to develop a plan to reduce long-term risk to lives and property from natural disasters. County officials say the plan will help reduce damage costs, reduce the county’s vulnerability to disasters and speed up future disaster recovery efforts.


“As hurricanes Katrina and Ivan have taught us, it is vital for communities to be prepared when disaster strikes,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support the efforts of Bullock County officials to plan ahead for better, more efficient disaster response.”


Elements of the plan will include a risk assessment of potential natural and man-made disasters and their impact on the county, actions the county should take to reduce the effects of such hazards and guidelines for keeping the plan up-to-date.


A disaster plan will make the county eligible for Federal Emergency Management Agency Hazard Mitigation Grants and other federal assistance available only to areas with hazard mitigation plans in place.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Riley informed County Commission Chairman Ronald Smith that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $2,400 will supplement the grant.
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