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Riley Awards Grant to Help Revitalize Downtown Ozark

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $25,000 to help officials in Ozark bring businesses and people back to the city’s downtown district. Ozark will use the Community Development Block Grant to create a downtown revitalization plan.


City officials say deteriorating conditions in the downtown district, including damaged sidewalks, vacant buildings and an outdated and unattractive appearance, make it difficult to attract new retail businesses or use the area for community events. The plan will provide direction for the city’s redevelopment efforts.


“A downtown revitalization plan will help Ozark chart a course for a better future,” Riley said. “I commend Ozark officials for taking action to bring new business to the area and to improve the quality of life for residents.”


The major components of the plan include beautification, attracting new businesses, preserving the district’s history and improving public infrastructure, including roads and the sewer system. The plan also will include preliminary zoning ordinances for the district and methods to increase public participation in revitalization efforts.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the funds.


Riley informed Ozark Mayor Bob Bunting that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $5,000 will supplement the grant.
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