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Riley Awards Grant to Help Revitalize Downtown Valley Head

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $20,000 to help Valley Head officials bring businesses back to downtown. The DeKalb County town will use the Community Development Block Grant to complete a downtown revitalization plan.


Currently, more than half of the buildings in the downtown area are deteriorating or dilapidated and more than one-third are vacant. Officials believe a revitalized downtown combined with the town’s scenic location at the foot of Lookout Mountian could lure additional tourists to the area. Additional development also is needed to provide residents with a convenient local area to shop for daily goods. The plan will guide future improvement and development efforts.


“A downtown revitalization plan will help Valley Head chart a course for a better future,” Riley said. “I commend town officials for taking action to bring new business to the area and to improve the quality of life for residents.”


The plan will include an evaluation of current economic and physical conditions, a concept for the future of downtown and the actions needed to reach that concept. Town leaders will use workshops and meetings to encourage public participation in the plan’s development.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Riley informed Valley Head Mayor Harold Carden that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $5,000 will supplement the grant.
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