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Riley Awards $16,000 to Elberta for Community Planning

MONTGOMERY— A town located near a popular route to Alabama’s Gulf Coast will be charting a course for its future thanks to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.


The town of Elberta in Baldwin County will use the $16,000 Community Development Block Grant to develop a comprehensive plan outlining its needs and an approach to addressing those needs. Town officials expect unprecedented growth and development during the next 10 years because Elberta is located in the least populated area in south Baldwin County and is near the Foley Beach Express, a road connecting the Gulf Coast with Interstate 10. Without a new plan, officials would have to rely on out-of-date information to make policy decisions.


“A community plan is a tool for local governments to make the best use of their resources for residents,” Riley said. “Having an up-to-date plan will enable Elberta to manage growth and improve the quality of life for its residents.” 

The plan will address the status and improvement of various town resources such as housing, community facilities and transportation.  Town officials will devise strategies for developing land-use and zoning policies, revitalizing neighborhoods and promoting economic development.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Riley informed Elberta Mayor Charles Gruber that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $1,600 will supplement the grant.
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