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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Gainesville Park  
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $133,790 grant to make improvements at a Gainesville park. 

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to upgrade public restrooms, resurface a parking area and add lighting at the park. 

The grant was awarded from $1.5 million in federal funding set aside by Riley to improve living conditions in Alabama’s Black Belt region. The Black Belt is a region stretching across south Alabama that suffers from high unemployment, low graduation rates, poverty and insufficient health care for residents. 

“This grant will encourage additional use of the park and enhance its safety by providing a well-lighted area for residents participating in nighttime events at the park,” Riley said. “I am pleased to award this grant.”

The park is used extensively for softball and other recreational activities and includes several picnic areas and a pavilion. A nearby building accommodates a variety of community functions. 

In addition to lighting and parking improvements, the town plans renovations that will make the ball field restrooms accessible for people with disabilities. 

Riley notified Gainesville Mayor Carrie Fulghum that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant through its Community and Economic Development section. The town is providing $14,656 in local funding for the project.
Funds were made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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