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Riley Awards Grant to Improve 

Health Conditions in Lowndes County  
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $276,180 grant to reduce a health hazard and improve lives in the town of Gordonville.

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to install septic tank systems for more than two dozen houses in the Lowndes County town 
“This grant is further evidence of the commitment being made to improve lives in the Black Belt region,” Riley said. “I am delighted to award these funds and I am pleased with the strides being made in the last year to move the area forward.”

Heavy clay soil and poor drainage, faulty lines and inadequate maintenance has resulted in raw sewage seeping from household septic lines into yards, fields and woods and creating a severe health threat to residents. Many residents have been unable to afford the cost of installing a properly functioning septic system. 

Riley notified Mayor Willie C. Davis that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. 

Funds were made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

Funding for the grant was provided by $1.5 million in previously awarded CDBGs in which all or portions of the funds were not used. CDBG funds are made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

The Black Belt region is about a dozen counties stretching across south Alabama. The area is identified with high unemployment, low graduation rates, poverty and insufficient health care for residents. 
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