[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2006 







           Jim Plott 












           Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards Grant to Provide Water to Dallas County Community 
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $350,000 grant to eliminate a health hazard in Dallas County and provide residents with a basic public service. 

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to supply public water services to about 40 households in the Wagon Wheel community. Nearly two thirds of the private wells used by residents in the community are contaminated. Six households have private wells that are dry and must purchase water or obtain it from neighbors. 

The grant was awarded from $1.5 million in federal funding set aside by Riley to improve living conditions in Alabama’s Black Belt region. The Black Belt is a region across south Alabama that suffers from high unemployment, low graduation rates, poverty and insufficient health care for residents. 

“This project will provide citizens with safe, dependable water,” Riley said. “I am pleased to announce this grant.”

The grant will enable North Dallas Water Authority to build a 3-mile water line extension, provide service to residents and install fire hydrants in the area. The Water Authority also will connect with the Plantersville Water System enabling both systems to share water resources when necessary. 

Riley notified John W. Jones, chairman of the Dallas County Commission, that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant through its Community and Economic Development section. 

Funds were made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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