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Riley Awards Grant to Create New Jobs in Wiregrass Area   

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $350,000 grant to support the expansion of an aerospace maintenance and manufacturing company and create 85 new jobs in Ozark. 

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to provide sewer and water for an expansion of Bell Aerospace Services Inc. The company will produce the U.S. Army’s LUH helicopter at the new facility. 

“Alabama’s economy continues to be one of the strongest in the nation, and it has resulted in more Alabamians finding good paying and rewarding jobs,” Riley said. “Alabama is definitely on the right track and I am pleased to support efforts to encourage the development of new businesses and the expansion of existing ones.”

Bell Aerospace will construct three new hangars totaling 240,000 square feet and renovate an existing 75,000-square-foot hangar. The grant will enable the construction of a 750,000-gallon water tank, higher capacity water lines, a sprinkler system and fire hydrants necessary to meet manufacturing safety requirements. Sewer service will be supplied to the new buildings and the availability of service will enable future expansion and development. 

Riley notified Ozark Mayor Bob Bunting that the grant had been approved. 

Funding was made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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