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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Fire Safety in Choctaw County  

MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $250,000 grant to greatly improve fire safety in Choctaw County. 

The Community Development Block Grant will be used in the town of Lisman to renovate a building to house the town’s volunteer fire department and training center. Funds will also be used to purchase a pumper truck.
 “Throughout Alabama, dedicated men and women are devoting their time, talent and energy and often risking their lives to making their communities safer and better places to live,” Riley said. “We must do all that we can to ensure volunteer firefighters are provided with the equipment and facilities required to properly do their jobs.”

A portion of the former Lisman Junior High School building will be renovated for use as a fire station with a training area, classroom, office, kitchen and bath with shower facilities. A three-bay building will be erected to house the department’s fire trucks. The town also intends to buy a pumper truck capable of carrying water or connecting to a hydrant.  

Riley notified Mayor Thomas E. Jackson that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. The town is providing $40,000 in local funds for the project. 

Funding for the grant was provided by $1.5 million in previously awarded CDBGs in which all or portions of the funds were not spent. CDBG funds are made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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