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Riley Grant to Help Improve Industrial Energy Efficiency in State

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $84,126 grant to the University of Alabama in Huntsville for a program to help manufacturers in Alabama become more energy efficient. 


The program, a partnership between UAH and Manufacture Alabama, will conduct an energy conservation training session for representatives of all manufacturing companies in Alabama that have energy costs of more than $2 million per year. Manufacture Alabama is a trade association representing large-scale manufacturers operating in the state.
Following the initial meeting, program representatives will conduct in-depth efficiency training and energy assessments at up to 10 manufacturing companies operating in Alabama that express interest in further participation. Companies will be selected based on energy consumption, type of industry and location.


“This program will help manufacturers in Alabama compete more effectively in the global market by reducing operating costs,” Riley said. “The money saved by these companies on energy can further strengthen Alabama’s economy by possibly funding new jobs or plant expansions.” 


At the selected companies, specialists will conduct training on a variety of energy conservation measures. The project also will provide energy assessments to help participating companies save money by reducing energy use and improving operational efficiency. Specialists will assist the companies in developing plans to implement energy-saving techniques. Representatives will make follow-up visits to the companies about two months after the assessments are conducted.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Energy. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Riley notified Frank Franz, UAH president, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $59,629 have been committed to the project.
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