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Riley Awards Grant for Conference 

To Promote Energy Efficiency in Hurricane Rebuilding Efforts

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $84,126 grant for a conference on using energy-efficient materials and techniques to rebuild after hurricanes.


The conference, “Rebuilding the South in the Aftermath of Hurricanes Ivan and Katrina: Technology, Energy Efficiency and Affordability,” will be held Jan. 11-13 at Tuskegee University. 


“Rebuilding and repairing hurricane-damaged structures with energy efficiency in mind will save residents money on utility bills and help our state conserve natural resources,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this gathering to promote the wise use of our resources.”


Elected officials from state and local governments, representatives from federal and state agencies, scientists and engineers from historically black universities and other officials will gather to find ways to incorporate renewable energy and energy efficiency into Gulf Coast rebuilding efforts. 


The gathering will facilitate discussions about using the latest energy efficient techniques to rebuild hurricane-damaged structures and how newly developed construction materials can make buildings more resistant to strong winds.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Energy. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Riley informed Benjamin Payton, president of Tuskegee University, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $51,750 will supplement the grant.
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