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Grant Will Fund Temporary Jobs

 For Katrina Victims in Sumter County

MONTGOMERY— Sumter County residents who lost their jobs after Hurricane Katrina’s devastation may receive some employment assistance thanks to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The $75,000 grant will pay the wages of temporary workers hired by the county to help with the cleanup and restoration of public areas damaged by the hurricane’s strong winds and heavy rains. Participants also may be employed at organizations in the county that provide humanitarian assistance to storm victims.

“Natural disasters like Hurricane Katrina can destroy jobs as well as buildings,” Riley said. “I’m pleased we’ve made this assistance available to give unemployed residents a helping hand.”

Temporary workers hired under the grant may work up to six months for a maximum of $12,000, although some cleanup jobs may be completed sooner. 

In addition to wages, the grant will pay for items necessary for temporary workers to perform their duties, including tools and clothes. It also will fund safety training and orientation for the workers.

Riley awarded the grant from emergency funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor after Katrina struck the Gulf Coast. 

Tim Alford, director of the Alabama Office of Workforce Development, informed County Commission Chairman Isaac Bonner that the grant had been approved.
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