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Riley Awards Grant to Help Katrina Evacuees Return to Work

MONTGOMERY—Hurricane Katrina evacuees in Jefferson County who seek employment can receive more assistance and training thanks to a grant awarded to the County Commission by Gov. Bob Riley.

The $172,466 grant is being used for a program to provide short-term job training in industries that have a high demand for workers, including the automotive manufacturing, construction, health care, hospitality and retail industries. 

“Victims whose homes and livelihoods were destroyed by Hurricane Katrina need jobs in order to provide for themselves and their loved ones.” Riley said. “This funding helps evacuees return to work while also providing employees for high-demand industries.”

As part of the program, participants take a series of tests, called WorkKeys, to determine whether they have skills needed for specific jobs or if they need training. After testing, participants are encouraged to use the county Center for Workforce Development’s employment data program to find job openings. The database, at www.birminghamopenarms.com, lists hundreds of entry-level job opportunities for evacuees in the area. 

Tech Birmingham, which helped create the Web site, and the county Personnel Board have set up Tech Village, a center with more than 50 computers for evacuees to use to search for jobs. 

A three-week job readiness training class available at Tech Village teaches participants job-seeking techniques that build self-confidence and improve self-image.  Basic clerical, computer and customer service skills and other short-term training are taught as part of the program. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. Tim Alford, director of the Alabama Office of Workforce Development, notified Larry Langford, commission president, that the grant had been approved. 
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