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Grants To Help Prevent Drug Use, Violence in Walker County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $67,417 to two organizations for programs to help youths in Walker County avoid drugs, crime and violence. 

“Children need guidance and positive role models to help them avoid inappropriate behavior.” Riley said. “I commend the efforts of these organizations to help children realize healthy and productive futures.”

The Walker County satellite office of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Birmingham will use a $35,000 grant for its program that pairs children ages 7-15 with an adult mentor. One of the organization’s major goals is to encourage the youths to avoid drugs and violent behavior. Volunteers in the traditional program commit to spending three to six hours every other week with their child participant in a location agreed upon by the volunteer, child and parent.  School-based matches require mentors to visit participants at school for at least one hour per week.

With a $32,417 grant, the Walker County Children’s Policy Council will offer Parent Project. The project is a training program that teaches parents how to deal effectively with out-of-control children who show violent tendencies and are using or likely to use drugs. The 10-week course is geared toward parents who feel helpless when attempting to change bad behavior in their children. 

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Mary Jo Gunter of Big Brothers Big Sisters and James Brotherton of the Children’s Policy Council that the grants had been approved.
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