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Riley Grants Will Help Area Youth Avoid Drugs, Violence
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $145,000 to four organizations for programs to encourage youths in Calhoun, Cleburne, Etowah and Talladega counties to avoid drugs and violence. 
 “I commend the efforts of these organizations to guide children toward healthy and productive futures,” Riley said.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast Alabama will use a $40,000 grant for a school-based mentoring program for youth ages 6-15 in Calhoun and Etowah counties. Mentors will help participants build self-esteem, make good decisions and avoid drugs and violence.
A $50,000 grant will help the Calhoun County Commission fund the LINC Program, which helps youth who are at risk of harmful behavior. The program includes a 24-hour support line, counseling and Parent Project, a curriculum that teaches parents how to effectively deal with youth who show violent tendencies and are using or likely to use drugs.
With a $30,000 grant, Children and Families First of Alabama will fund an initiative to encourage seventh and eighth grade students in Cleburne County to live free of drugs and violence. The initiative will teach positive life skills to participants and educate students and community groups about drug and violence prevention.

The Sylacauga Alliance for Family Enhancement will utilize a $25,000 grant for Turning Point. The in-home program helps youth ages 12-18 with poor attendance or poor grades at school or who have been referred by the juvenile court system learn ways to avoid drugs and destructive behavior.
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Susan Thrower of Big Brothers Big Sisters, J.D. Hess of the Calhoun County Commission, Darlene Davis of Children and Families First and Margaret Morton of the Sylacauga Alliance for Family Enhancement that the grants had been approved.

--30--
 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Bill Johnson


Acting Director











Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








State of Alabama





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1105881416.doc
[image: image1.png]






