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Riley Awards Grant to Teach Kids

That They are ‘Too Good’ for Drugs and Violence

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $40,000 grant to Partnership for a Drug-Free Community for a program to help youths in Madison County avoid drugs, crime and violence. 


The Huntsville-based organization will use the grant to provide the Too Good for Drugs & Violence After-School program for students ages 10-13. The national program uses activities such as games, songs and stories to help participants learn skills needed for positive development, including goal setting, drug awareness, conflict resolution, communication and decision making.


“Children need guidance to help them avoid inappropriate behavior,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support the partnership’s efforts to help children realize healthy and productive futures.”


The program also includes activities designed to increase bonding and interaction between children and their parents and to promote family discussions of drug and violence prevention.


In addition to drug and violence prevention, the program teaches participants that they are contributing members of their community and encourages them to volunteer. 


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed Deborah Soule, the partnership’s executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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