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Grants Will Help Area Youth Avoid Drugs, Violence

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $142,500 to four organizations for programs to help youths in Jefferson and Shelby counties avoid drugs, crime and violence. 

 “Young people need guidance to find and stay on the right path,” Riley said. “I commend the efforts of these organizations to help children realize healthy and productive futures.”

The Children’s Aid Society will use a $45,000 grant to start Youth Connections, an antidrug program at Center Street Middle School in Birmingham. In the program, sixth graders will learn how to make choices that lead to healthy, drug-free lives. Youth Connections will include additional sessions for students and peer mentoring for girls when they reach the seventh and eighth grades.

With a $30,000 grant, Family Connection will provide “Here’s Looking at You,” a drug prevention program for fourth and fifth grade students in four Shelby County schools. The program is designed to stop drug use among middle school students by teaching them prevention methods in elementary school.

A $30,000 grant will enable the Family Guidance Center of Alabama to start Teen Center, a program to help Jefferson County teens resist drug use and avoid violence. Program participants will learn how to identify and avoid potentially dangerous situations and how to live more responsible lives. 

The Hoover Coalition for a Safe and Healthy Community will utilize a $37,500 grant for an afterschool tutoring program for Hispanic students attending Gwin Elementary School and Simmons Middle School. As part of the program, a bilingual instructor will teach students ways to avoid drugs and violence.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants. 

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed Gayle Watts of the Children’s Aid Society, Susan Johnston of Family Connection, Sue Barrett of the Family Guidance Center and Connie Williams of the Hoover City Board of Education that the grants had been approved.
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