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Riley Awards Grant to Help Troy Children

Down the Right “PATHS”

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $98,518 to the city of Troy to continue a program that promotes and nurtures positive behavior among children at Troy Elementary School.

Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies, a program implemented by Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pike County, encourages constructive conduct, self-confidence and academic excellence among kindergarten and elementary students.

“Positive reinforcement and motivation is critical to a child’s development,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support a program that helps children develop high self-esteem and steer clear of destructive behavior.”

PATHS addresses the academic and emotional needs of children who may fall short of their potential due to factors such as homelessness, poverty and truancy.  These factors affect more than half the students enrolled in the Troy City School System, according to the Alabama Department of Education.

Big Brothers Big Sisters will offer the PATHS program to students in grades K-3 in an effort to reduce negative behaviors such as substance abuse, violence, teen pregnancy and school drop-outs.

Riley notified Mayor Jimmy Lunsford that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant, which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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