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Riley Awards Grants for Program that Helps 

Expelled Students Return to School

MONTGOMERY— Youths in Montgomery County and surrounding counties who are out of school because of behavioral problems may get another chance at brighter futures thanks in part to two grants totaling $51,093 awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

Second Chance Foundation will use the grants for its day treatment program aimed at rehabilitating expelled students and enabling them to return to public schools. The foundation will help any expelled student who can get daily transportation to its Montgomery location. The program has helped participants in Autauga, Elmore, Lowndes, Macon and Montgomery counties.
“Students who drop out of school and do not have jobs are more likely to be swept up in lives of crime and violence,” Riley said. “Second Chance gives participants an opportunity to correct their mistakes and return to school.”

The program, held during school hours, includes remedial learning, counseling, community service and life skills classes. When a participant successfully completes the program, Second Chance recommends to the school board that he or she be allowed to return to school. 

Second Chance was created in 1998 in response to zero tolerance school policies that result in automatic expulsion for students who commit serious offenses, including possession of guns or drugs.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. Riley informed William Sellers, Second Chance board chairman, that the grant had been approved.
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