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Riley Awards Grant for Program That Helps

 Etowah County Youths Avoid Destructive Behavior

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $46,119 to help youths in Etowah County who show warning signs of violent behavior and interest in criminal activity.


Gadsden-based Thirteenth Place will use the grants for its Positive Educational Alternatives to help our Children Excel program. The program combines intervention with prevention education and teaches participants techniques that can help them avoid violent behavior.


“Youth need guidance and positive role models to steer them on the path to success,” Riley said. “I commend the efforts of Thirteenth Place to help Alabama’s young people avoid lives of crime.”


The program primarily targets youths who frequently skip school because officials say truancy is often the first warning sign of serious problems. It also is aimed toward youths who are at risk of developing problem behavior because of their situations at home. The organization considers poverty, abuse and neglect and exposure to drugs to be factors that make youths more likely to develop criminal behavior. 

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants.


Riley informed Leon Goodwyn, Thirteenth Place board president, that the grants had been approved.
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