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Riley Awards Grant to Fight Illegal Drugs in Lawrence County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $43,400 grant to the Lawrence County Commission to help fight the manufacture, use and distribution of illegal drugs.

The Lawrence County Drug and Violent Crime Task Force will use the grant to conduct investigations of drugs and drug-related violent crimes. 

“Illegal drugs breed crime and violence and those who distribute them must be caught and taken off the streets,” Riley said. “I commend the Lawrence County Task Force’s efforts to make our communities safer.”

The task force is responsible for all drug-related investigations in the county. Agents work to investigate, infiltrate and disrupt drug trafficking groups. One of the task force’s priorities is to identify and dismantle organized gangs operating in the county. 

Task force officials say the unit has seen an increase in methamphetamine and crack cocaine use and distribution. This year, the unit arrested six people suspected of methamphetamine-related crimes and 12 suspected traffickers of crack cocaine. Task force officials expect to find and destroy more methamphetamine labs and make more methamphetamine-related arrests in 2006.

Agencies participating in the task force are the Lawrence County Sheriff’s Department, the district attorney’s office and the police departments of Moulton, North Courtland and Town Creek. 


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Randall LouAllen, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $14,466 will supplement the grant.
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