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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Traffic Safety in East Alabama

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $42,885 to Gadsden State Community College to help reduce traffic-related deaths in eight east Alabama counties.


The East Alabama Highway Safety Office will use the grant to continue coordinating law-enforcement efforts to focus resources on effectively curtailing drunken driving, speeding and other causes of vehicle crashes. The office serves Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph, Talladega and Tallapoosa counties.


“This program takes irresponsible drivers off our roadways and encourages the use of seat belts,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide this funding to help law enforcement make Alabama’s roads safer.”


Safety office officials say the three most common causes of traffic deaths in the region are speeding, drunken driving and not using seat belts. Enforcement efforts will focus on those causes to reduce the number of traffic deaths in the next 11 months. Law enforcement officers will concentrate efforts on “hot spot” areas where at least one crash resulted in injury or death because of speeding, alcohol or lack of seat-belt use.

Area law enforcement agencies also will conduct vehicle checkpoints and increase patrols during high traffic periods on holidays.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. Riley informed Renee Culverhouse, Gadsden State president, that the grant had been approved.
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