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Riley Awards $39,168 to ‘Reconnect’ First-Time Youth Offenders in Shelby County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $39,168 to help first-time nonviolent juvenile offenders in Shelby County turn their lives around and learn to avoid destructive behavior. 


The grant will enable Family Connection Inc. to fund the RECONNECT Project, a new program that teaches skills that help juveniles communicate effectively and make good decisions.

“Troubled youth need guidance to avoid more problems in the future,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support this program that puts participants back on the path to successful, productive lives.”

Participants’ parents also take part in the program. In the Parenting Wisely component, they learn ways to effectively respond to inappropriate behavior from their children and learn anger management skills. 

Shelby County officials expect RECONNECT to help reduce the caseload in juvenile court so the court can focus on violent or repeat offenders. The county’s population growth during the past two decades has led to an increase in appearances in juvenile court. Family Connection officials say there were 1,511 appearances in 2004, up from 866 in 1993. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Riley notified Susan Johnston, Family Connection executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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