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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Traffic Safety 

in Northeast Alabama

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $35,055 to help the Northeast Highway Safety Office reduce the number of crashes and traffic fatalities in Cherokee, DeKalb, Etowah, Jackson and Marshall counties.

With the grant, awarded to Snead State Community College, the traffic safety office will continue to coordinate law-enforcement efforts to focus resources effectively on curtailing drunken driving, speeding and other causes of vehicle crashes.

“This program takes irresponsible drivers off our highways and encourages the use of seat belts and child safety seats,” Riley said.  “I am proud to work with law enforcement officers to make our state’s highways safer.”

Law enforcement agencies in the region will increase enforcement activities by conducting checkpoints and additional patrols during high-traffic periods like holidays and weekends.

The traffic safety office helps law enforcement agencies pinpoint “hot spots” where crashes most often occur. Officials say many of these danger zones are on rural two-lane highways. The office aims to reduce the number of hot spots by 8 percent in the next five years by increasing enforcement of seat-belt, speeding and DUI laws


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will distribute the grant.


Riley notified Dr. Devin Stephenson, president of Snead State, that the grant had been approved.
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