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Riley Grant Will Aid Young Victims 

in Choctaw, Clarke, Washington Counties
MONTGOMERY— Victims of child abuse in Choctaw, Clarke and Washington counties will continue to have a safe place to turn thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The $32,400 grant will enable the Clarke County Regional Children’s Advocacy Center to continue coordinating investigations and providing counseling services to victims.
“Access to professional assistance is essential for children to overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support the advocacy center and the vital services it offers to victims.”
To minimize the stress put on children during investigations, the center conducts investigative interviews using a closed-circuit television system. Representatives from multiple agencies watch the interviews from another room. The system eliminates the trauma victims may experience when they have to recount details of abuse during multiple interviews with different agencies.
In the next year, the organization plans to start a victim advocacy program. An advocate will be hired to help victims and their families understand the legal process and accompany them to court.
The center was started in 2004 after law enforcement agencies, health care groups and the district attorney’s office saw a need for coordinated investigations that did not traumatize victims.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Riley notified Eddie Slayton, chairman of the center’s board, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $8,100 will supplement the grant.
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