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Riley Awards Grant to Rehabilitate Juvenile Sex Offenders

 in Tuscaloosa County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $27,237 to counsel and treat Tuscaloosa County children 13 and younger who have displayed problematic sexual behavior. 

The grant, awarded to the Tuscaloosa County Commission, provides for a community-based program for juveniles who display sexually aggressive tendencies that could develop into more serious problems. The program serves as an alternative to detention facilities. 

“Troubled children sometimes require intervention and strong guidance to overcome their problems,” Riley said. “I commend Tuscaloosa County officials for their efforts to reform at-risk youth.”

The program includes 12 weeks of group and individual therapy during which participants are taught to control sexual behavior and learn socially acceptable ways to interact with their peers. The participants’ parents or guardians also receive individual and group therapy.

Once a child completes the program, officials assess his or her progress. If necessary, participants may be required to repeat the program or may be placed in a more restrictive program. 

Youths are referred to the program by juvenile court, the state Department of Human Resources, community agencies or schools.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant. Riley informed Hardy McCollum, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.
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