[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



     For Immediate Release:








Contact:
     Thursday, Nov. 3, 2005








Mike Presley













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grants for Juvenile ‘JUSTICE’ in St. Clair County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded three grants totaling $136,118 to St. Clair County Day Program for services to help juvenile offenders in St. Clair County turn their lives around and avoid a life of drugs, crime and violence. 


The organization will use two grants totaling $108,122 to fund a system of services known as Juveniles Undergoing Strategic Training Involving Counseling and Education, or JUSTICE. A $27,996 grant will help fund Strategic Community Outreach Programs for Enlightenment, or SCOPE. 
“Drugs, crime and violence destroy lives,” Riley said. “I commend the center’s efforts to help teen offenders realize a brighter future that is free of crime and drugs.”

JUSTICE holds participants accountable for their actions and helps them develop positive changes in their behavior. Juvenile offenders are ordered to participate by the courts. Program participants, who are supervised by a probation officer, must submit to mandatory drug screenings and attend mandatory individual, group and family counseling sessions. Academic services are provided, including GED preparation and remedial math, English and reading courses.

SCOPE is for adolescents ages 11-18 who frequently skip school, have been suspended multiple times for behavior problems or have been expelled from school. Participants learn problem solving and leadership skills to increase their commitment to school and reduce the chance of further involvement with the juvenile court system.
These services benefit not only participants, but also taxpayers. The cost of placing a juvenile offender in JUSTICE is almost $25,000 cheaper per year than placing the same person in a detention facility, program officials said.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grants. Riley notified Stephanie Bain, St. Clair County Day Program president, that the grants had been approved.

--30--
 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Bill Johnson


Acting Director











Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








State of Alabama





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1105881416.doc
[image: image1.png]






