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For Release: Nov.18, 2005 
Governor Riley Awards Grant to Improve 
Living Conditions in Lee County
MONTGOMERY – For years, residents in south Lee County have contended with dry wells and contaminated water sources. Now they are getting some help thanks to a grant awarded by Governor Bob Riley.

The $336,708 grant will be used to provide a safe and reliable source of drinking water for 115 residents along county roads 129, 130 and 132 near the Crawford community. 

Several private wells in the area have gone dry, forcing many households to share wells, and health officials report that some wells have tested positive for harmful bacteria that can cause illness.

“A reliable source of safe drinking water is absolutely essential to the health and well-being of our communities and their residents,” Governor Riley said. “I’m very pleased to join local leaders in Lee County who are working to make their community a better place to live and raise families.”

“Grants such as this one not only improve local infrastructure, they help enhance the quality of life for our citizens. We appreciate Governor Riley for awarding this grant and for working closely with us on this important project,” said Representative Mike Hubbard (R-Auburn).

The residents will be supplied with public water from the Smiths Water and Sewer Authority. A 15,000-foot-longwater line will be constructed. The project will also improve fire safety with the installation of fire hydrants. 

Governor Riley notified Bill English, Chairman of the Lee County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $37,412 has been pledged for the project. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 

The grant was awarded by Governor Riley from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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