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State Offers Fuel-Saving Tips for Alabamians
MONTGOMERY— Because of temporarily higher gas prices due to the impact of Hurricane Katrina, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs recommends the following tips to help Alabamians conserve fuel:
· Walk, bike or use public transportation to reach your destination.

· Combine multiple errands into one trip. 
· Carpool to the store with friends or to work with one or more co-workers.
· Bring your lunch to work or walk to a nearby restaurant instead of using your vehicle.
· Stay within speed limits when driving.  Your vehicle uses 10-15 percent more fuel for every 5 mph above 60 mph.
· Keep your vehicle properly tuned. It improves gas mileage up to 6 percent.
· Gradually accelerate your vehicle. Fast acceleration uses more fuel.

· Avoid hauling items on top of your vehicle. Wind resistance from a loaded roof rack can reduce fuel efficiency by 5 percent.
· Avoid hauling heavy loads in your vehicle. An extra 100 pounds reduces fuel efficiency by 2 percent.
· Keep tire pressure inflated to manufacturer specifications. Having properly inflated tires increases fuel efficiency by 3 to 5 percent.
For more information on saving energy on the road, visit the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs Web site at www.adeca.alabama.gov and click on Science, Technology and Energy Division.
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