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Grant Gives Katrina Victims Temporary Jobs

MONTGOMERY— Some residents who lost their jobs in Mobile County after Hurricane Katrina’s devastation are receiving help with new employment.

About 100 dislocated workers in the county have been hired so far for temporary jobs helping with hurricane recovery efforts, with more hires likely soon. The workers are helping with cleanup and restoration as well as staffing area food banks. 

Their wages are paid by an $800,000 grant awarded to Mobile County by Gov. Bob Riley from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. 

“Hurricane Katrina left a path of devastation that included not only buildings and roads, but also jobs,” Riley said. “I’m pleased we’ve made this assistance available to give dislocated workers a helping hand.”

So far, temporary workers have been assigned to remove debris and clean up public buildings and parks in Prichard and clean up area schools, said Sydney Raine, president of Mobile Works, the agency hiring workers in Mobile County. Raine said most of the work will be done in south Mobile County, especially in Bayou La Batre and Dauphin Island, areas with significant hurricane damage. 

Raine said the workers hired so far come from a variety of industries. Temporary workers hired under the grant may work for up to six months for a maximum of $12,000 in wages. Raine said some cleanup jobs will not last that long, but workers may be eligible for transfer to areas with ongoing cleanup projects.

Tim Alford, director of the Alabama Office of Workforce Development, said the grant awarded by Riley is part of $1.3 million in federal funds provided to the state for hiring temporary workers in federally declared disaster areas. Alford said the state anticipates requesting as much as $4 million for temporary employment needs across the state.

In addition to Mobile, counties declared eligible for public assistance by the Federal Emergency Management Agency include Baldwin, Bibb, Choctaw, Clarke, Colbert, Cullman, Greene, Hale, Jefferson, Lamar, Lauderdale, Marion, Marengo, Monroe, Perry, Pickens, Sumter, Tuscaloosa, Washington, Wilcox and Winston. 
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