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Riley Awards Grant to Help Youth
 in Four Counties Learn Job Skills
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $270,000 to Bevill State Community College for a program that gives a second chance to out-of-school youths in Fayette, Lamar, Pickens and Walker counties.
The grant will fund the Second Opportunity System for youth ages 16-21 who have quit school. The program uses career coaches to guide participants and help them prepare for a better future. 
“Education and training are vital to success in today’s workplace,” Riley said. “I commend the Second Opportunity System for giving young Alabamians another chance to gain the skills and knowledge needed for a brighter future.”
A partnership of Bevill State, One-Stop Career Centers, Children’s Policy Councils and the West Central Alabama Youth Partnership, Second Opportunity offers a variety of strategies to teach participants how to start a productive life.  Services offered include skills training, job shadowing, mentoring, counseling, tutoring, assistance in obtaining a GED and job placement.
Participants are referred to the program through a variety of sources, including school systems, court systems, employers and career centers. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor. 

Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified Harold Wade, president of Bevill State Community College, that the grant had been approved.
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