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Riley Awards $250,000 to Improve Worker Skills,

Increase Efficiency at Boeing Suppliers

MONTGOMERY—Workers at 170 Alabama companies that supply Boeing Corp. will have the opportunity to learn valuable new skills that will enable them to make their companies more efficient and competitive.

The Alabama Technology Network will use a $250,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley to train hundreds of employees in manufacturing practices that will raise quality standards, streamline production and reduce waste.

“Workers who increase their skill levels are more valuable to their employer by making it possible to attract new business,” Riley said.  “The Alabama Technology Network provides quality training that enables workers to do the best job they can.”

Employees armed with the new skills will implement modern and efficient production practices at manufacturing facilities across the state.  These practices will not only help manufacturers raise the quality of goods and services supplied to Boeing, but also enter into contracts with new business partners.

Network officials say this grant will fund the first year of a three-year project.  Companies that apply for funds will be considered based upon the number of workers to be trained, the potential impact of the training, location and other factors.  The maximum award available to any one supplier is $50,000, and the network will train about 500 workers per year of the project.

The Alabama Technology Network is a system of 10 centers on college campuses throughout the state that helps manufacturers improve competitiveness through workforce training and technical assistance

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified John Shields, ATN president, that the grant had been approved.
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