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Grant Will Help Improve Availability of Domestic Violence Data
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $94,750 to the Alabama Administrative Office of Courts to help the state’s criminal justice system better serve victims of domestic violence.
The office will use the grant for a project to improve and expand the amount of available information about domestic violence convictions and protection orders issued in Alabama’s municipal courts. Center officials say the current data is underreported, leaving a risk of protection orders not being enforced and a defendant’s past history of domestic violence going unknown. 
“Victims of domestic violence will be safer if law enforcement officials have complete information regarding protection orders and prior domestic violence convictions,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this program to make more data available to the state’s criminal justice system.”
Most of the needed information about prior domestic violence and protection orders exists in computer systems, but there is not a single source for obtaining the information from all municipal courts. The project will expand and coordinate two existing statewide information systems to collect domestic violence court case activity in Alabama for easy access by law enforcement officers, prosecutors and court officials. 
The project also will seek to collect more data from 257 of the state’s municipal courts that currently do not contribute information to the state’s registry of protection orders or domestic violence case activity to the state’s information databases.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed Randy Helms, administrative director of courts, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $31,583 will supplement the grant.
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