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SADD Program Receives Grant from Riley
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $92,500 to Alabama Students Against Destructive Decisions to support the group’s efforts to reduce teenage deaths and injuries on the state’s roads.

SADD’s aim is to provide students with the best education and tools possible to decrease underage drinking, drug use, impaired driving and other destructive behaviors.

“Each year, too many teens lose their lives because they make the decision to drive after drinking or using drugs or get into a car with an impaired driver,” Riley said.  “SADD encourages teens to act responsibly and I am pleased to provide this support for its mission.”

The organization, based in Montgomery, will use the grant to fund the work of its state coordinator and assistant coordinator and fund general operating expenses such as travel and equipment.  The coordinators work to develop new chapters, assist current chapters, plan statewide education campaigns and foster student leadership.

In the past year, SADD has increased the number of chapters in high schools by eight to 120 and has added 12 junior and middle school chapters for a total of 20.  Additionally, there are chapters on three college campuses.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified John Perkins, SADD state coordinator, that the grant had been approved.
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