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Grant Will Assist Domestic Violence Victims
in Blount, Jefferson, St. Clair Counties

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $87,327 to help victims of domestic violence in Blount, Jefferson and St.Clair counties.
The YWCA of Birmingham will use the grants to continue giving safe shelter and assistance to victims. 

 “Victims of domestic violence need and deserve professional, timely assistance to overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support this important service offered by the YWCA of Birmingham.”
At its Family Violence Center in Birmingham, the organization offers victims a secure, confidential place to stay for up to 30 days as well as counseling and support groups. Victim advocates are available to assist victims with their legal needs.

The organization operates satellite programs that serve victims in rural areas of Blount and St. Clair counties.  These programs target victims in more isolated areas who previously have not had access to professional services. The satellite programs offer emergency shelter, operate a 24-hour crisis hotline, provide victim advocates for legal proceedings and train local law enforcement officers on appropriate ways of dealing with situations involving domestic violence.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Suzanne Durham, YWCA chief executive officer, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $22,433 will supplement the grant.
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