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Riley Awards $67,600 to AUM for Crime-Prevention Program

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $67,600 grant to help Auburn University Montgomery continue crime-prevention training for law enforcement agencies, schools, community groups and state agencies.
The Alabama Crime Prevention Training Institute helps groups develop, implement and evaluate crime-prevention programs for their communities. Techniques for establishing crime watch programs, such as neighborhood and business watches, are taught at the institute.
“The best way to keep our communities safe is to prevent crime before it occurs,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support prevention training for our state’s law enforcement agencies and community groups.”


The program also gives law enforcement officers specialized crisis-intervention training to prepare them to handle violent encounters with people who are mentally ill.  The goal is to reduce violent encounters and increase safety for the officer and the person being apprehended.
The increase in methamphetamine use in Alabama have led to a newfound interest in crime-prevention programs among community groups, institute officials said.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed Dr. Guin Nance, AUM chancellor, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $22,533 will supplement the grant.
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