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Grants Will Aid Child Abuse Victims in Lee, Macon Counties

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $59,675 to an Auburn-based nonprofit center that assists child abuse victims in Lee and Macon Counties.


The Child Advocacy Center of East Alabama will use a $40,275 grant to continue providing advocacy services to victims and their family members and a $19,400 grant to start a parent-child interactive therapy project.


“Young victims and their families need access to quality, professional assistance to help them recover from the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support the Child Advocacy Center and the vital services it offers.”

The center offers an advocate to help family members not involved with the abuse. The advocate gives emotional support, assesses the family’s needs and refers them to community agencies that can provide for those needs. The advocate also coordinates support groups for child victims, their siblings and caregivers.

The center’s parent-child interactive therapy project is a short-term mentoring program designed to prevent potentially abusive situations from occurring. The project uses a coaching method to teach parents interactive skills that increase positive actions in their children. Center officials say the project lessens the risk of verbal and physical abuse by parents.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed Crystal Kelley, center board president, that the grants had been approved. Matching funds of $14,918 will supplement the grants.
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