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Riley Awards Grant to Assist Crime Victims in Montgomery

MONTGOMERY— A faith-based program that helps crime victims got another boost thanks to a $56,400 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. The grant supplements $60,000 Riley awarded to the group earlier this year.

Neighbors in Christ will use the grant to continue helping crime victims and their families in Montgomery overcome the mental and emotional scars left by the crimes. The program trains church volunteers to respond to victims’ needs. 

“Victims need and deserve all the assistance they can get to overcome the trauma of the crimes committed against them,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support Neighbors in Christ and the valuable services it offers.”

The organization works with the Montgomery Police Department and the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office to assist victims of assault, theft, robbery, homicide and other crimes.

Neighbors in Christ has more than 50 volunteers who give emotional support and relief to victims. In addition, the organization operates a team that cleans up crime-scene areas for victims once an investigation has been completed. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Joey Watkins, the organization’s president, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $14,100 will supplement the grant.
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