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Grant Will Aid Domestic Violence Victims in Walker County

MONTGOMERY— Victims of domestic violence in Walker County will continue to have help in times of need thanks in part to a $54,474 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The Jasper-based Family Resource Center of Northwest Alabama will use the grant to continue providing services for domestic violence victims and their children.

“Victims need access to professional and timely assistance in order to overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support the Family Resource Center’s efforts to help those who have suffered from domestic violence.”
The Family Resource Center operates a safe, confidential emergency shelter and a 24-hour crisis hotline. The center also refers victims to other community agencies that may provide additional assistance, provides transportation and operates a court advocacy program to help victims through each step of the legal process.  
During the past year, the center has provided shelter for 112 victims, answered 384 calls on its crisis line and served as court advocates for 433 victims.

In addition to providing services to victims, center employees speak to various community groups to raise public awareness of the dangers and consequences of domestic violence.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Pete Parrish, the center’s board president, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $13,619 will supplement the grant.
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