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Riley Awards Grant to Fight Illegal Drugs in DeKalb County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $50,000 to the DeKalb County Commission to fight the trafficking, distribution and use of illegal drugs.

The commission will use the grant to continue operations of the DeKalb County Drug and Major Crimes Task Force which comprises personnel from the Fort Payne and Collinsville police departments, the DeKalb County Sheriff’s Department and the Ninth Judicial Circuit District Attorney’s Office.

“Illegal drugs and drug-related crimes pose serious threats to the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend the work of the task force to aggressively pursue and prosecute drug dealers.”

Task force officials say the use of illegal drugs is a catalyst for most other crimes that are committed in the county.  Approximately 90 percent of inmates booked into the county jail test positive for methamphetamine use, officials say.
In 2004, task force agents located and dismantled 68 methamphetamine labs and arrested more than 100 people suspected of manufacturing methamphetamine.  The grant will help the unit enhance efforts to eradicate illegal drugs through training and upgrading resources.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Sid Holcomb, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of at least $50,000 will supplement the grant.
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