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Grant Will Aid Child Abuse Victims in St. Clair County
MONTGOMERY—Abused children in St. Clair County will continue to have a safe place to turn thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The St. Clair Children’s Advocacy Center will use the $31,925 grant to help young victims recover from sexual and physical abuse.  
“Young victims need professional assistance in recovering from their traumatic experiences,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support St. Clair Children’s Advocacy Center and the services it offers.”

The advocacy center interviews young victims in a child-friendly, non-threatening environment.  Victims are required to provide the details of their abuse only one time, instead of recounting it several times to many different agencies. 
Once interviewed, victims can receive therapy through the center if their parents cannot afford it on their own. The center also offers victim support groups and conducts preparation sessions for children going to court.

In 2004 the center interviewed 199 children and 169 parents because of reported child abuse and funded 859 therapy sessions for victims.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Lamar Williamson, St. Clair Children’s Advocacy Center board president, of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of $7,981 will supplement the grant.
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