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Grant Will Aid Child Abuse Victims 

in Conecuh, Escambia and Monroe Counties
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $25,413 to help victims of child abuse in Conecuh, Escambia and Monroe counties.
The Escambia County Regional Child Advocacy Center will use the grant to coordinate investigations and give services in a safe environment for child victims of sexual and physical abuse. 
“Young victims need professional assistance to help them recover from the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support the Escambia County Regional Child Advocacy Center and the vital services it offers.”
The center, a partnership of local law enforcement and community agencies, provides a coordinated response to claims of child abuse and ensures that young victims receive adequate support. Center staff interview victims in a child-friendly environment, eliminating the need for multiple interviews with several agencies. The center also provides specialized medical examinations for child victims as well as counseling for victims and their families. When cases go to court, the center prepares young victims for testifying.
The center also supplies training to prosecutors, law enforcement officers and social workers to ensure all cases are thoroughly investigated and well documented for trial.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Larry White, Escambia County Commission chairman, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $6,353 will supplement the grant.
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